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Introduction 

■ Children who are exposed to higher levels of conflict and violence are more likely to 

develop aggressive behaviors and show anti-social behavioral signs in comparison to 

those who grew up in more protective environments (Kalvin et al)

■ Researchers have found evidence indicating that looking into childhood to 

predict criminal behavior is a possibility (Kassing et al). 

■ It is often reported by researchers that one's past plays a significant role in their 

future when it comes to psychological constructs and behavior (Doherty et al)

Research Questions 

■ What is the association between 
childhood protective factors and 
later arrest record in adulthood?

■ Does this relationship differ 
between those with varying 
associations with religiosity?

Methods 

Sample 
■ Within the study, 80 high schools were selected from a sample frame of 26,666 

schools, in which 52 agreed and were eligible to participate and 28 others were 

found to replace the ones that could not. Additionally, Black, Cuban, Puerto 

Rican, and Chinese adolescents were oversampled. Information was collected 

through both in-school questionnaires and in-home interviews. (Wave 1)

■  Later on, for Wave 5, Wave I respondents who were around their “4th decade of 

life” were surveyed through the use of a mixed-mode survey design

Measures

■ The protective sum (prot_sum) was created by making a 

quantitative score of a child’s responses about how much they 

thought adults, teachers, parents and friends cared about them. 

Possible responses ranged from not at all (1) to very much (5).

■ Arrest record was defined by yes(1) or no(0)

■ Religiosity was defined on a scale for very important(1) to not 

important at all(4)

Results 

Bivariate
■ The amount of protective factors, 

specifically the care that a person 

feels from others in early childhood 

is significantly associated with 

whether or not a person is 

arrested.

■ More specifically, the odds ratio 

changes by a multiplicative factor 

of 0.87 if the protective factor 

increases by 1.

Discussion

Multivariate
■ Protective factors are still 

significantly and negatively 

associated with being arrested 

when considering differences in 

religiosity. 

■ The relationship here does not 

vary. More specifically, there is no 

difference in the slope of the 

relationship between protective 

factors and arrest record when 

considering level of religiosity. 

■ For every increase in religiosity, 

the probability of being arrested 

increases by a multiplicative factor 

of 1.6, although this result is not 

significant. (p-value > 0.05)
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■ Protective factors are significantly associated 

with arrest while religiosity is not significantly 

associated.

■ Future research regarding involvement in the 

criminal justice system through the form of 

arrest could also be affected by targeting youth 

protective factors. This would aid in 

understanding what childhood factors or 

influences may or may not be associated with 

criminal behaviors leading to an arrest to curb 

or even prevent high numbers of people who 

may engage in behaviors leading to an arrest.
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