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● Lower educational attainment is linked to 
poorer health, social, and economic outcomes.1

● Low confidence in educational institutions 
(CE) may lead to lower attainment of 
education.2

 
● If SES is linked to confidence, it may then 

widen the gap and further socioeconomic 
divide. 

Introduction

Of the variables 
studied in this 
sample, the only 
factors that 
significantly 
influence 
confidence in 
education are 
political party and 
general trust.

Conclusion

● X

● YSocioeconomic Status did not have a 
significant impact on confidence in education.

Results

● Controlling for age, education, race, general trust, 
veteran status, and general trust revealed other 
significant impacts on CE. 

● Veteran status showed a significant decrease in CE 
compared to non-veterans.  

● Political Party is a confounder of the veteran influence 
on confidence in education. 

● Data was pulled from the 2021 General Social Survey (53% 
face to face, 38% web, 3% phone, 5.3% multi-mode).
 

● Sample is of US adults >18 yrs old and representative of US 
total population.

● Self reported household income at 16 years old was used as 
an indicator of socioeconomic status, “do you trust the people 
running educational institutions” as confidence in education.

Methodology

● Longitudinal study to determine if there is a 
relationship between caretaker political party 
and children’s attainment of education.  

● There is no significant link between SES, 
education, and political party. We should 
explore other factors that may influence the 
variations in confidence in education by political 
party. 

Recommendations

Thank you to the respondents of the GSS that gave their time to make data analysis like this 
possible.

Professors Nazzaro and Kaparakis for making the seemingly tedious fun.
Aaron Foote for his patience as I asked endless questions.

Acknowledgements 


