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Introduction Research Questions
m Pathological gambling is a serious issue affecting millions of Americans. Due to their gambling habits, m Are adolescents with cigarette
these Americans will be subject to a range of psychological, psychiatric, and social consequences (Fong addictions more likely to become
2005, Welte et al. 2015). pathological gamblers in
adulthood?

m Research has demonstrated a strong comorbidity between nicotine usage and gambling behavior, with
one study finding as high as 60% of pathological gamblers using nicotine (Cunningham et al., 1998).

m However, despite the serious risks implicated in pathological gambling, there is little research as to
identifying viable indicators of adult pathological gambling behavior in adolescence.

Methods

m Are they also more likely to be
pathological gamblers as a minor?

Sample Measures
m Respondents (n=43,093) were drawn from the National Epidemiological m Cigarette addiction was measured by asking
Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESCARC), representing the “age when began smoking cigarettes every
civilian, non-institutionalized adult population of the US. 15,895 day?” and dividing into a groups who began
respondents identifies themselves as cigarette addicts, of which 6,823 as minors, adults, or non-addicts.
began as minor, and 166 identifies themselves as pathological gamblers, m Pathological gambling was measured by
of which 16 began as minors. asking “age at onset of pathological gambling
and likewise, divided those who began as
Results minors, adults, or non-pathological gamblers.
m Sex was used as a moderating variable.
Bivariate o — . .
m Chi-Square analysis showed that i Discussion
pathological gambling is significantly 5 o . . .
related to cigarette addiction. (p = £ o e = Analysis revealed that minors with
0.000). , o b ' cigarette addictic‘)ns were more likely than
u A Logistic Regression model _R 4 adult or r.\on addicts to become or be
produced a 0.001 OR for minor A . ool B .o ... pathological gamblers. . .
cigarette addicts, which decreased Yy = s::\:fnz\f; :zlc:;: ::?gtar:x::m i\gzsi:t'"
by 44% for adult addicts and 81% for A A A !
non-addicts. e — not a viable indicator of adult pathological

gambling.

m Further research should focus on other
possible indicators or other comorbid
conditions of pathological gambling.
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