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Introduction  Research Questions 
 How is the gender of one’s child associated 
with one’s attitude towards abortion?  
 Are individuals with daughters more likely 
to have supportive views of abortion?  
 Does this relationship differ depending on 
the individual’s own gender?

 Methods 
Sample  
Respondents (n=8280) were drawn from the 
American National Election Studies (ANES) 2020 
Time Series Study. 
ANES is a nationally representative sample of non-
institutionalized American citizens aged eighteen or 
older residing in one of the fifty U.S. states or the 
District of Columbia.

Measures 
Respondents were asked if they had any living sons or daughters. Possible responses 
included “Daughter”, “Son”,  “Both”, or “Neither.”  
Abortion attitudes were measured with a question asking respondents to place 
themselves at one of four options according to their support for abortion. 
Responses ranged from least supportive, 1 (“By law, abortion should never be 
permitted”) to most supportive, 4 (“By law, a woman should always be able to 
obtain an abortion as a matter of personal choice”). 

 Results 

Bivariate  
Chi-square analysis showed a significant 
association between gender of child and 
abortion attitudes (p-value < 2.2e-16). 
The percentage breakdown of abortion 
self-rating levels varied among each of the 
four ‘gender of child’ categories (Fig. 1).

 Discussion

Multivariate  
Linear regression analysis showed that having 
no children was significantly and positively 
associated with abortion support (Beta = 0.302 
greater than individuals with a daughter).   
There was a significant negative association 
between having both a son and daughter and 
abortion support (Beta = -0.169). 
Having a son was the only variable possessing 
no significant association with abortion 
support. 
The respondent being male was significantly 
associated with less support for abortion 
compared to females (Beta =  -0.070). 
The interaction between the gender of the 
respondent’s child and the respondent’s own 
sex was not statistically significant in predicting 
abortion attitudes (Fig. 2).
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Figure 1: Breakdown of Abortion Attitudes 
According to the Gender of One’s Child

Figure 2: Breakdown of Abortion Attitudes by 
Respondent’s Sex Based on the Gender of Their 
Child 

 Some evidence has found that having a daughter is significantly associated with more positive 
support for abortion (Conley & Rauscher, 2013; Washington 2008).  
 However, other research suggests that the gender of one’s child may contribute to stronger views 
on abortion only in line with one's existing political ideology, found to be a much stronger 
correlator (Van Effenterre, 2017) 
 The majority of research has focused on the gender of an individual’s child in relation to more 
general variables such as political ideology and empathy for feminist issues rather than the 
specific relationship with abortion attitudes (Oswald & Powdthavee, 2010; Washington, 2008).
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 People with no children may be more likely to 
have favorable attitudes towards abortion 
than people with a daughter, a son, or both. 
 Individuals with a daughter still may be more 
likely to support abortion than to not.  
 Independently, the respondent’s sex may be 
associated with their abortion attitudes. 
 However, the association between the gender 
of one’s child and attitude towards abortion 
does not depend on one’s own sex. 
 Further research is necessary to explore the 
dynamic between one’s gender and that of 
their child within the context of other 
covariates (e.g. political ideology, religiosity) in 
predicting abortion attitudes. 

Univariate  
The mean abortion self-rating score was 
3.046 out of 4. 
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